Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

Contentment… a good place to start
What things other than offenses (resentments) can affect your contentment?

How did Paul find contentment in all things (what was his secret?) Philippians 4:12-13
Would Paul’s secret work for you?  If so, how could you implement it in your life?  Can you give an example? 

Have you ever experienced God lifting a burden from you and restoring you to peace? (Not your work, His)
Do you believe a person would consciously choose to harbor an offense and sacrifice their serenity?  If so, why?  If not, do you believe a person has no control over the offenses or resentments they harbor? 

If it was God’s will for you (John 10:10) and you were willing, could you learn to be content in all things?  Is it God’s will?  Are you willing?

Is it reasonable to think that a person could be “content with their circumstances” while at the same time “praying for increased blessings?”
Have you heard of or used the Serenity Prayer?
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