Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

The Favor of God, Not the Approval of Man – 01/08/12
Matthew 2:1-11 
Matthew 2:16

Genesis 2:24

1 Corinthians 7:32-33

2 Timothy 3:16

Colossians 2:13-17

Colossians 2:20-22

Mark 16:15

1 Corinthians 12:21

Mark 7:8-9

1.  According to scripture, about how old do you believe Jesus was when the Magi arrived?  (read Matt. 2:11 and Matt. 2:16)

 

2.  Did you know that there were probably more than three wise men and that they did not show up at the stable while Christ was an infant - or was this new to you?

 

3.  Why do you think people hang on to man-made traditions even when they are clearly contrary to what is taught in the Bible?   

 

4.  What are some of the problems that arise when we follow traditions instead of scripture?  

 

5.  Do you see how following man-made traditions can even lead to different denominations or dissention in the church?

 

6.  There are 613 laws described in the first five books of the Bible.  Why do you think some Christians hang on so tightly to particular ones? (grooming, diet, etc)   

 

7.  Is there a tradition or observance of a strictly old-testament law that you feel compelled to follow?  Do you think you will be judged by your adherence to that law or tradition?

 

8.  How many laws would you have to break to be truly guilty of breaking all the law?  (Read James 2:10)

Please feel free to join our second mile group on Tuesday at 6:15 p.m.!!  (  (
