Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

Stand Up! – 2/6/11

Scriptures

Luke 13:10-17

John 1:1-5 (KJV)

Romans 8:38-39

1. Why was Jesus’ concept that everyone is included in the good news of the Gospel such a radical idea in first century Jerusalem?
2. What other examples, like the woman crippled for eighteen years or the Gerasenes demoniac, can you site where Jesus reaches out to the outcast?  And more importantly, how can we reach out to the same? 
3. Discuss this idea:  Sometimes our ailments define us and sometimes we define our ailments.  
4. Are there times in our lives when we let rules dictate our decisions rather than the higher rule of God?  Have we stopped to think about what our rules really say about what matters, about who matters?
5. When we look around, do we see ourselves and people everywhere bent over and crippled?  What prevents us from standing up?
6. How does the Gospel of Luke differ from the Gospel of John in its target audience? 
