Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.

 Although we don’t have to agree on everything each of us should be able to use the Bible to explain how Christ was in the tomb for three days.

You Will Be Blessed Indeed

Is it important that we celebrate religious holidays on the correct days and dates or is it only important that our hearts are right and we celebrate for the right reason?

Did you grow up in a Church with seasons or special days like Advent, Lent, Pentecost, and Epiphany?  If so, did you know why you observed them or did you just follow the crowd?

Prior to this sermon what would you have said to a teenager who asked you to explain how Christ could be in the earth for three days and three nights between Friday evening and Sunday morning?  Matthew12:40
 Have you heard other plausible explanations that address this question?

Easter, with its eggs and bunnies originated as day dedicated to Eastre, the Teutonic goddess of Spring.  In the third century AD the annual observance of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ was merged with this holiday.

How should the Church handle this?  Should we try to keep the two separate, stop celebrating Easter, or should we use the symbols of Easter like eggs and bunnies to amplify the resurrection, new life and salvation messages. 

Exodus 12:1-16 (Standing)

1 Peter 2:9

2 Timothy 4:2

Matthew 12:40

John 11:9

Esther 3:7

Leviticus 23:3

Leviticus 23:4-8

Numbers 28:16-18

Leviticus 23:24-25

Leviticus 23:27

Leviticus 23:32

Leviticus 23:34-35

John 1:29

Matthew 26:2

John 19:31

Mark 9:31

Psalms 119:1-2

