Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

It’s Your Call – 10/24/10
Would you say there is a difference between murder and killing (what a soldier does on the battlefield versus what a jealous spouse may do in a fit of rage?)  If so, define the difference. 
In Exodus 21:15-17, Lev 20:10-16, and Lev 24:17, was God talking about seeking personal revenge or about acting as an agent of the state?
In Matthew 5:21-24 was Christ talking about vengeance and matters of the heart or about state executions? 
The Jews had no legal right to execute anyone (John 18:31), but what did the Law of the Old Testament say should be done with an adulterer (Lev 20:10)?

Read John 8:1-7.  Did Jesus break either law (Roman or Old Testament)?
When Christ knew that He was going to be executed, He asked God if there was any other way (Mark 14:36).  How did God respond to Him?
Can you see why some Christians wouldn’t want to stand in the way of the death penalty? (whether you agree or not) 

Read Proverbs 6:16-17 then discuss the 138 people that have been released from death row and the 8 people that were executed and now believed to be innocent.

Can you understand why some Christians may be opposed to the death penalty?
Do you believe your stand on the death penalty is Biblically based and approved by God?
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