Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

Preserve and Shine

Do you think the “Gifts of the Spirit” that God has given you would be better used inside the church or outside in the world?

Have you ever felt uncomfortable in the presence of evangelism that was overbearing?  Was it Christian or another religion? 

Can you remember a time that you added a Christian presence to a school board or city council meeting? 

Have you ever called into a radio program or written a letter to the editor of a newspaper to voice a Christian perspective?

Do you actively show your faith in public or do you feel that your faith is a private matter?  If you feel it’s private, then how would you interpret what Christ meant when He said we are the Salt and Light of the world?

Do you think that programs like karate, dance classes, Mother’s Day Out, AA, and scrapbooking could move people into a relationship with the church and eventually a relationship with Jesus Christ?  
When you read the parable of the “Shrewd Manager (Luke 16:1-12)”, what is your understanding of Luke 16:8-9?  What is Christ trying to tell us?
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