Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

Epiphany
How have your trials and difficult experiences in life equipped you to help others?

What theories have you heard explaining the “Star of Bethlehem”?  Do you have any of your own?

Did you grow up believing that there were three kings and they arrived on the night of Christ’s birth?

Practically everyone celebrated Christmas and Easter growing up, but did you observe the Christian traditions of Ash Wednesday, Lent, Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Pentecost, Advent, Epiphany, etc?    

Recall the story of Francis Gajowniczek and Fr. Maximilian Kolbe.  How long do you think Francis remained grateful?  Do you think that he ever again put demands on the Lord or the people around him?  How would you act?  Would you consider every breath a gift, demanding nothing else from life?  Would you be content with what you had?  How does the knowledge that Christ stepped up and died “in your place” affect your demands on the life you’ve been given? 
Can you place yourself in the story of the wise men?  Are you curiously drawn to something about the church and currently investigating?  Have you been burnt by the hypocrites in the church but still hoping to find the true way?  Have you found Christ and feel your life being changed and redirected by Him?  Do you feel that God is going to use you as a tool to draw others to Christ?    

Scripture

Matthew 2:1-12   

Micah 5:2

Matthew 2:8
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Matthew 2:12
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Philippians 2:9
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