Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

Not the Approval of Man, But the Favor of God

Have you ever felt the pressure of making a tough or unpopular decision?
Do you think Scripture teaches us that all of our members should be involved in making decisions (as the body of Christ) or should our “leaders” prayerfully lead us (is it “too many cooks can spoil the broth” or “it takes a village”)?
Do you feel that it is more common for a man or a woman to have difficulties with commitment, ignore responsibilities, or abandon their family?  Why do you feel that way?

Do you feel that God wants men to step up and take the spiritual lead in their homes and churches in greater numbers than they do today?

In our church, how long does someone commit to serve as an Elder?  What about a Ministry Director (Deacon)?

If you felt God urging you to serve would you?  If a brother or sister in Christ asked you to serve because God put you on their heart, how would you handle it?
As you look ahead to Thanksgiving and Christmas, what are some of the things that you enjoy the most? (Christmas Eve candlelight, Angle Tree presents for children, Walk-through Nativity, Ornament exchange, Christmas Hymns, etc)  
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