Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

Decisions

Do you believe that a Christian’s background and life experiences (regardless of Scripture) play a significant role in shaping their theology?

Can you think of anytime that our experiences, traditions, or reasoning should override Scriptural teaching (sound Biblical doctrine)?

Have you ever known a person that would defend select verses of the Bible while downplaying others?  We probably all do this to some extent.  Why do you think we do this?

When making an important decision how do you involve the Lord?

Have you ever felt lead to do something that you knew wasn’t consistent with Scripture?

Have you ever followed a calling that was Biblically sound but felt uncomfortable or inconvenient?  If so, how did it work out?

Look at Judges 4:4-16, and Romans 16:1-15 and identify the some of the roles that God has assigned to women in the past.  Look at 1 Timothy 2:12-13 and Titus 1:6 and be prepared to explain your position (if ever asked) concerning a woman’s role in the Church today.   

What is the difference between decision and discernment?  With that in mind, how should we select our Elders?
Psalms 19:1-14   

Matthew 19:26

1 Timothy 2:12-13

Titus 1:6

1 Timothy 2:12

1 Corinthians 7:10

1 Corinthians 7:12

1 Timothy 2:12

Malachi 3:6 

Judges 4:4-5

Romans 16:1-2

Romans 16:7

1 Corinthians 3:19

2 Peter 2:15-16

1 Corinthians 2:14

