Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

God Hears
Do you know someone that is always in a good mood and never seems to have a complaint?  If so, does he/she have a full and meaningful life?  What do you think comes first a good attitude or a blessed life?

What do you think motivates those people that are always complaining (what do they get out of it or what do they fear)?

How was Christ’s frustration in Mark 11:15-17 and Mark 9:17-19 different from the complaints of the Israelites in the desert? 

Have you ever complained and only made things worse for yourself?

How do you handle it when someone complains to you, (about you)?

Why do you think that Paul used words from the “mystery religions” and the “Stoic philosophy” when writing to the Christians in the Roman colony of Philippi?   
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