Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.

“A Word From The Wise”

1.  According to a survey of American, adult readers, the current “Top Ten” of all books, in the reader’s opinion, are: 

1)The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkein; 2) Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen; 3) The Bible (Various translations/paraphrases); 4) To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee; 5) Cloudstreet by Tim Winton; 6) Harry Potter and The Order Of The Phoenix (Book 5) by J. K. Rowling; 7) Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell; 8) The Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams; 9) The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown and Catch 22 by Joseph Heller; 10) A Fortunate Life by A.B. Facey.  (Oprah may not agree.)
Only one of these books is non-fiction; is your favorite book among these and, if not, what is it and why?  If your favorite is on the list, why is it?
2.  Are you able to relate to the lyrics of Bruce Carroll’s song “Living in the Pages?”  How have you justified not devoting quality, daily time to the word for you from “The Wise?”
“Seems like every day I face a struggle in my soul,

Keeping out the enemy that’s fighting for control,

And I know I should be strong,

But it’s hard to stand against what I can’t see.

From somewhere deep inside my heart a passage is revealed,

Reminding me to let Your Word become my sword and shield,

And it’s comforting to know that the devil has no power over me. 

Chorus:  I’m living in the pages; I’m where I need to stay,

               Leaning on the promises to get me through each day,

               I’m finding strength I need at every turn,

               I’m living in the pages. 

I am standing here amazed how long ago You knew,

The kind of day I’d have today; what I’d be going through,

And that everything I need was written down so many years ago.

Every day I’m finding out that time is hard to find,

But when I lose my time with You, I find the loss is mine,

So fill me with Your Words ‘till everyone who sees my life will know.” 

3.  Do you do anything habitually to pursue and perfect righteousness/purity in your life?  How can the members of your “2nd Mile” group help each other to seriously engage the Word of God in a meaningful, life-affecting manner?  
Scriptures for Reflection

I Peter 2:2-3 – emphasis on pure

I Corinthians 3:2 – emphasis on milk

Genesis 3:1 – emphasis on the question Satan asks that challenges God’s clear command

John 17:17 – emphasis on Your word is truth
Psalm 119:97-104; 152; 160 – emphasis on why study the Word 
