Remember that an interpretation is just that.  No one should try to force his or her understanding on someone else.  They should just plant the seed and let God water it.  Don’t be critical of anyone’s interpretation either.  If you disagree, share your understanding and let it go at that.  If you find yourself facing a person with a lot of passion, say something like “That’s very interesting, I’ll give it some thought.”

A Resurrected Faith
Do you believe that “good works” are necessary for salvation?

Do you believe that “faith” is necessary for salvation?

What do you think James meant when he wrote, “faith without deeds is dead”? (James 2:26, 2:17)   

Do you think that God desires and rewards our good works?  If so, what do you think would be an example of a reward?

How do you think that God will know if someone truly accepted Christ as his or her Savior (what we say, what we do, what’s in our hearts, etc)?  

What scripture leads you to believe this?

Do you think someone could buy a lottery ticket (make the investment/commitment) without any real belief or faith that he might win?  If so, would it also be possible for someone to accept Christ as his or her savior without faith (just on the off chance)?  How do you think God would view this?

In the parable of the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31-46) it seems that Jesus is tying “works” to salvation.  In James 2:14-26 the Bible says, “faith without works is dead.”  Do you see a relationship between faith, works, and salvation?

Can you think of something that we could all do that would be considered as good works? 
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